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the maintenance of morale.26 A total personnel of 118 officers and approxi-
mately 250 enlisted men served as psychologists in the Sanitary Corps under the
administration of the Surgeon General. Many of these worked with psychi-
atrists. After World War I the psychologists were transferred to the Office
of the Adjutant General.
There was sufficient precedent, however, at the beginning of World
War II to permit the commissioning of six clinical psychologists in the Sanitary
Corps. They were assigned to psychiatric services in general hospitals. The
plan was not developed further because of a lack of vacancies in this corps and
the absence of authority to appoint them elsewhere. In the meantime the psy-
chologists in induction-center examining teams remained under the jurisdiction
of the Adjutant General. Although in civilian life experience had shown the
importance of the clinical psychologist and his contribution to psychiatric
practice, it was not until 1944 that further effort was made at War Department
level toward increasing his service to Army psychiatry. In some hospitals en-
listed men had worked as psychologists, although, except for the allocation
of a military occupational specialty number (289) for them, there had been
no official approval of their assignment.
Both the skill of the clinical psychologist and the shortage of neuropsychi-
atrists strengthened the effort to obtain this ancillary worker in all medical
installations. In the spring of 1944, Dr. Walter Bingham helped establish a
liaison between the Neuropsychiatry Consultants Division of the Office of the
Surgeon General and the Office of the Adjutant General for the purpose of
developing a plan to utilize the clinical psychologists in psychiatric work. Lieu-
tenant Colonel (later Col.) Morton A. Seidenfeld,27 the initial liaison officer,
presented a plan to screen from the list of psychologists all those who were
competent to serve as clinical psychologists. Only 130 such men were found
among those who had been working under the Adjutant General. Conse-
quently an allotment was requested from the War Department. Permission
was granted for the commissioning as second lieutenants those enlisted men,
who had previously been serving in many localities, who could qualify as
clinical psychologists in hospitals.28 A total of 244 such officers was located
and commissioned. '
Subsequently a 4-week course for training this group of workers was estab-
lished in the Adjutant General's School. The school graduated enough officers
staffs had been organized in 33 stations. The total personnel included 97 officers and 424 enlisted
men/'
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